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it can clear a square; it can do more, it can protect
industrial plant and mines and keep them intact. But
one thing it cannot do, it cannot go to a thousand homes
and seek out a thousand workers, put them down in
front of machinery, and persuade them to make that
machinery work* The power of a machine gun is
negative, not positive* It can prevent people from doing
things; it cannot force them to do things* For the
power of a physical instrument ends where it meets a
very strong mental determination* Labour has already
discovered the extraordinary spiritual force of a united
belief, pursued unitedly* In other words, the power of
the machine gun lapses where the power of the General
Strike begins*

The General Strike is, in the abstract, a united
spiritual determination* As such it is a very potent
instrument and well able to answer the machine gun*

It is not true, of course, that all the spiritual force is on
one side, and all the physical on the other* Both sides
rely largely on opinion, both sides rely partly on force,
latent or obvious* Perhaps the government relies more
on force than on opinion, the workers more on opinion
than on force* We will not discuss this question ; it is a
complicated one* We will simply agree that the
General Strike was, as it were, a new revelation, and was
held by its discoverers to be the real answer to the
machine gun* And just as a hardpressed general,
receiving artillery which he believes can outshoot the